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There are multiple methods for completing an urban tree canopy
assessment that vary in scope, cost, and data output. The most accurate
canopy assessments use remote sensing technology and high-resolution
imagery and elevation datasets (LIDAR) to create detailed land cover data.
These data inform all other aspects of the project by categorizing a given
landscape into specific classes such as tree canopy, other non-canopy
vegetation, impervious or hardscape, bare soil, or water.

The sustainability and livability of our cities is inextricably linked to the
urban forest. The 55 billion trees that make up America's urban forests
account for just 19% of the forested land in the country but they have an
outsized influence on the social, environmental, and economic success of
communities.
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In most cities, a map of the urban tree canopy can also function as a map . .
and special budgeting to absorb the large cost every 5 to 10 years.
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